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1. Overall Description:

SA6 is currently deciding on how an MC service user can register to and use a partner MC system's SIP core / IMS, which is required in order for the MC service user to be able to use the partner MC system.

2. Access to IMS using a 3GPP access network:
To access an IMS core over a 3GPP access network, a IP Multimedia Subscriber Identity Module (ISIM) is required. As stated in TS 33.203, the following implementation options are permitted:

  -
Use of a distinct ISIM application on a UICC which does not share security functions with the USIM;

  -
Use of a distinct ISIM application on a UICC which does share security functions with the USIM;

  -
Use of a USIM application on a UICC.
In all cases, the ISIM application is resident on a UICC. 
3. Access to IMS using non-3GPP access:
For non-3GPP access networks, SIP DIGEST is supported using a username and password for authenticating access to an IMS core (see Annex N and Annex O of TS 33.203). In this context, the IMS access credentials need not be resident on a UICC. It is possible for the non-3GPP device to have multiple SIP DIGEST credentials.
4. Response to Questions from SA6
SA6 asked SA3 the following questions. Below are SA3's responses:
a) Is it allowed to access a SIP core / IMS via EPC using SIP identities and IMS-AKA credentials that do not reside on a UICC?
No. Via an EPC, access to an IMS core requires the ISIM credentials to be stored on a UICC.
b) If the answer to a) is yes, do SA3 have any relevant work item so that SA6 can note a dependence on it in SA6's MCSMI Work Item (WI)?

There is no existing work item that impacts the ISIM.
c) Can a UE have multiple ISIMs active at the same time?

SA3 believes that this question is under the scope of CT6 and SA1.
5. Actions:

To SA6 group.

ACTION: 
SA3 kindly asks SA6 to take the above information into account.
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